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BUY BETTER FOR PEOPLE & PLANET

Our Purpose



Type 1
Ecolabelling

Type 3
Environmental 
Declarations

LCA, and EPDs

Events, 
Corporate, 

and 
Community 
Engagement 

Sustainable 
Procurement 

Pledge 

Sustainable 
Products 
Database

Type 2 Claims 
Authentication 

Education 
and 

Training 

Consultation and 
Advisory 



Sustainability Aspects 

Single or all product life cycle stages ?

Product only or packaging also ?

What about fitness for purpose ?

Health & safety ?

Environmental  ? Some or all? 

Social responsibility ?

What sustainability aspects does it cover?



Adhesives, Fillers 
& Sealants 

Carpets Cleaning Products Cleaning Services

Floor Coverings
Furniture, Fittings 
& mattresses (A)

Furniture & 
Fittings (B)

Hard Surfacing International 
Ecolabelled
Products

Machine 
Dishwashing 
Detergents

Paints & Coatings Panel Boards
Paper & 

Stationery 
Products

Personal Care 
Products

Printers & Printed 
Matter

Recycled 
Product

Refrigerants
Sanitary Paper 

Products
Textiles & Leather

Thermal Building 
Insulations 
Materials

Cement, concrete & 
concrete products 

Our standards







Sustainable Development Goals



Sustainable Development Goals



Sustainable Development Goals



Circular Economy



Carbon & 
Energy

• Steel standards

• Fast Tracked 
standards:

• PV panels standard

• Solar battery storage 
standard

• Direct energy 
criteria in all 
standard



13

Materials 
Matter

Materiality

Materiality 



TOXICITY

Health and wellness,

people AND planet

Faceless impacts or close to
our community?

13 % of consumers care





Safety 



Modern Slavery





Motivations for Manufacturers



DIGITAL ASSETS- HEROIMAGERY

DO GOOD FOR OUR PLANET & THE PEOPLE ON IT





GECA & GBCA’s Green Star recognition







Waste & Recycled Product Standard

• Working toward a more circular 
economy 

• In conjunction with federal 
government policy

• National waste policy 

• First licensee certified – Organic 
Recycling Group

• Recycled Product Standard 



CONFUSION AND 
COMPLEXITY =
BARRIERS TO ACTION

• Multiple schemes

• Multiple labels

• Multiple markets

• Public procurement



Action sustainability report September 2019



How? How? 



1. Solves problems that no one partner 
can address alone

2. Works on multiple pressure points in 
the system

3. Improves transparency of information 

4. Builds new market opportunities 

5. Combines private sector, government 
and not-for-profits

The Power of Partnership



Precedents

• EU Flower

• Nordic 
Swan

• Japan, 
Korea, 
Chinese 
Taipei and 
China

• GEN and 
UN 
Environmen
t mutual 
recognition 
promotion



Harmonisation 
Standards
Verification
Schemes 



Transparency
Trust 
Truth



GEN

Ecolabels

Green 
Building 
Schemes

Governments

Intra and inter

Eg

APEC

UN



Gold

Platinum

Silver

Bronze

Platinum

1.5  point

Gold

1 point

Silver

.75

+ social

+ carbon 
neutral



Opportunities







Care

Connect

CALL TO ACTION
PILOT STANDARD



• ASBEC
• NABERS

• Better Building Partnership

• Green Building Council of Australia

• Circular Economy Australia 
• Infrastructure Sustainability Council of 

Australia (ISCA) 

• CRC for Low Carbon Living

• RCLG
• Australian Procurement Construction 

Council
• Living Future Institute of Australia

Stakeholders - Local



• UN 10 YFP- SPP Construction and Built Environment
• India and Australia Key partners
• ASEAN
• ISEAL Alliance
• UN Global Compact
• Governments
• Green Building Councils
• International WELL Building Institute
• Global Product Stewardship Council
• APEC GSCNET

Stakeholders- Global



17th October
World Ecolabelling Day

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/circular-economy-with-materials-in-mind-registration-70598763803
http://www.geca.eco/news-and-events/geca-is-gearing-up-to-celebrate-ecolabels-sustainable-materials-and-a-circular-economy/


Thankyou
kate@geca.org.au + 61 2 9699 2850

mailto:info@geca.org.au
mailto:kate@geca.org.au

